NCRBC Adult Bible Class 14
Title: What The Church Is
Purpose: To give the hearers a basic idea of what the church is.

Introduction
1.
There are two extremes concerning the church we should guard against. 

a.
First, is that the church is the one that saves. No. It is Christ who saves and not the church. Acts 4:10, 12 (READ). Therefore, our trust should not be in the church to save us. Our trust must be in Christ.

b.
Second, is that the church is not really important. No. The church has a very important role to play in the world and in the lives of Christians. In fact, the word “church” appears about 115 times in the New Testament. 

2.
But what is the church? To answer that question, there are three things I want us to consider: 1) The formation of the Church 2) The Biblical usages of the word Church 3) The Biblical concept of  “Church”. 

 I.
THE FORMATION OF THE CHURCH

A.
Although the church of Jesus Christ came into existence only at the 1st coming of Christ, during the apostolic generation, and yet, it did not come from nowhere. It was form out of God’s people under the Old Covenant.

B.
And how did it happened? 

1.
When God brought the physical descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, from their bondage in Egypt, He made a covenant with them on Mt Sinai. And these people became God’s chosen nation on earth.

2.
However, right from the start, God knew that the covenant He made with Israel on Mt Sinai will most surely fail. The people will break and nullify that covenant— Deut 31:14-22 (READ) “break” - “annul” “invalidate” 

3.
So what did God do in the light of this? God promised to Jeremiah that He will make a new covenant with His people that would replace the old covenant— Jer 31:31-34 (READ). 

4.
Now when was this promised of God fulfilled? It was fulfilled at the 1st coming of Christ— Lk 22:20; Heb 6:6-13 (READ).

5.
So what happened to the Jews who did not repent and believe in Christ? They were broken off from God’s people or nation and then later the believing Gentiles were grafted in. Lk 3:7-9; Rom 11:19-23 (READ).

6.
Thus it was from God’s old covenant people that His  new covenant people,  the church, was formed. Eph 2:11-22 (READ). Because of what Christ has done, believing Jews and believing Gentiles are already part of commonwealth of Israel. They now are the people of God on earth.

C.
So this is the formation of the church. 

1.
The old covenant people of God is what became the new covenant people of God. 

2.
The unbelieving Jews who rejected Christ were broken off from God’s people and only with the believing remnant among the Jews did God make the new covenant. 

3.
Then later the believing Gentiles were grafted in.

4.
And if and only when the Jews believe will they be grafted back again.

II.
THE BIBLICAL USAGES OF THE WORD “CHURCH”

A.
The word “church”, is used 115 times in the New Testament with one variant reading. Three times it is used for a political assembly, twice for the OC assembly of Jehovah, and 110 times  is it used for the church of Jesus Christ with one variant reading.

B.
We have no time to go over the 110 usages. It is enough to say, however, that when the word is used to refer specifically for the church of Jesus Christ. It is basically used in two ways. It is used both for the individual and the collective sense.

C.
Let us look at a few examples of each.

1.
The Individual Usage

a.
Rom 16:3-5 (READ) Note that the church does not refer to a building but to a group of Christ’s disciples meeting in a particular place. And note that there was not only one church but many churches in different places.

b.
2Cor 8:1 (READ). Note here that the plural is used. There is not only one church in Macedonia but many churches.

c.
Acts 20:17, 28 (READ). Note here that the church in Ephesus had overseers or elders. They are an organized body. And this church is said to have been purchased with nothing less than the blood of Christ.

d.
Acts 14:27 (READ). Note that the church here is clearly an organized body of Christ’s disciples.   Even before they were gathered, they were still referred to as a church. This organized body of Christ’s disciples were gathered in order to hear a report of what God has done elsewhere. 

2.
The Collective Usage 

a.
Acts 9:31 (READ). Although a variant reading have this as a plural, the better attested manuscripts here have a singular. There were many churches in Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, but here Luke uses the singular and viewed those churches collectively.

b.
1Cor 15:9 (READ). Now if we consider the book of Acts, Paul did not only persecute one local church but many churches. However, Paul here uses not the plural but the singular “church” and is, therefore, viewing the churches collectively. 

c.
Mt 16:18 (READ). Obviously Jesus here is not referring to just one local church but to local churches collectively viewed .

D.
This is how the word “church” is used in the Bible. This is also how we are to use the word if we are to use it in the truly biblical sense of the word.

III.
THE BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF “CHURCH”

A.
What is the Biblical concept of the “church”?  

1.
The church is an organism.

a.
Col 1:18 (READ) “He is also head of the body, the church…” The church is referred to as Christ’s body; and a body is an organism. 

b.
1Cor 12:12-14 (READ) “...by one Spirit” or “...with one Spirit…” The Holy Spirit is the bond that unites the different members of the body of Christ – the church. The church is, therefore, an organism, indwelt and animated by the Holy Spirit.

c.
Eph 2:19-22 (READ). The church is likened to a living and growing temple, indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God. The church is an organism, indwelt by the Holy Spirit. 

2.
The church is an organization.  

a.
1Pet 2:9 (READ) - Who is the head of that nation? Christ!

b.
Acts 14:21-23 (READ) - The church is depicted as an organized body of disciples. And thus officers were selected and appointed over churches.

c.
1Tim 5:16 (READ) - The church here is clearly an organized body of Christ’s disciples with a common purse and with the responsibility to take care of Christian widows who do not have family members who can take care of them.

B.
Now the biblical concept of the church both as an organism and an organization will guard us against two extreme views.

1.
The first extreme view is that the church is an organism but not an organization. 

a.
There are groups today that view the church in that way. Thus they have no officers, no clear and definite membership, no organizational structure whatsoever. In fact, they do not even want to call their group a church but only a fellowship. In fact, some even suggest that just because a group gather of a Bible Study, then that group is already a church.

b.
But this will not do justice to biblical revelation. And this extreme view results in chaos and confusion. For everyone will just do whatever seems right in his own eyes.

2.    The second extreme view is that the church is an organization but not an organism.

a.   The idea is that as long as a group has an organizational form and structure, then that is a church. And there is no view of the necessarily of the corporate indwelling of the Holy Spirit that makes that organization a living organism. 

b.
This is the obvious fault of the modern day concepts of ecumenism. As long as you can organize a group of people who happens to profess that they are Christians, then that is a church. 

c. But this does not do justice to the concept of the church depicted in the Bible. The church is not just an organization but also an organism indwelt by the Holy Spirit. 

Conclusion


Thus far we have looked at the formation, the biblical usage and concept of the church. Next week we will consider the Government of the Church— and issue that is also of tremendous importance.

